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Acknowledgments
This year, United for Literacy was excited to partner with 25 communities in Ontario for
Summer Literacy Camps, delivering both fully staffed camps and supporting
communities through book deliveries and learning kits. We are thankful to our partners
who facilitated our presence, and we are especially grateful to the campers and
adults who participated in camp activities for another summer to remember! 

Literacy is a community endeavor—it takes a team!

We would also like to recognize our funders and partners. Your support was felt, even
from afar, throughout the season. This year, United for Literacy’s summer program in
Ontario was delivered with support from our following partners: 

Elementary Teachers' Federation of Ontario 
First Book Canada 
Government of Ontario 
Let’s Talk Science 
North Star Air 
Ontario English Catholic Teachers' Association
Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation 
Ontario Teachers' Federation 
Ontario Teachers Insurance Plan (OTIP) 
Scholastic Classrooms Care 
Tachane Foundation Inc.
TD Bank Group 
Wasaya Airways 

United for Literacy recognizes TD Bank
Group as lead national sponsor of this
program.
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Ontario Ministry of Education as lead
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The Lieutenant Governor of Ontario
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Highlights from our 2024 camp season include:  

We reached 540 children through camps across Ontario. 

We delivered Summer Literacy Camps by recruiting and training 27 Northern and
13 visiting counsellors who organized a variety of community literacy and learning
activities. 

We distributed 600 literacy kits to learners at home! Each learning kit comes with a
workbook—as well as brand-new children’s books and craft supplies for the whole
family to enjoy!     

We distributed 2,624 high-quality, brand-new books, including books by
Indigenous authors.

Camp in Numbers
United for Literacy was proud to support learners in 25 communities through a range of
enriching summer learning activities as well as book and learning kit distributions. 

Sharing stories and
camp activities

Fun with science
activities

Campers making a
healthy snack

“I love playing our morning word game.” 
- Camper, Eagle Lake First Nation

“I was happy to hear [my son] enjoyed his day and he was
excited to tell me he helped plan ideas of his interest.”

- Parent, Mattagami First Nation

“We are grateful that camp is back after not having camp
since 2019.”

- Parent, Peawanuck First Nation
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Ontario Camp Locations
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This year, we were proud and honoured to work with 25 communities in 
Northern Ontario including:  

Summer Literacy Camp locations across Ontario

We hope to continue to work with these communities for
years to come, providing more children with high-impact

support as they move along their learning journeys! 

Attawapiskat First Nation
Bearskin Lake First Nation
Big Grassy First Nation
Big Trout Lake First Nation/
Kitchenuhmaykoosib
Inninuwug
Cat Lake First Nation
Eabametoong First Nation
Eagle Lake First Nation

Fort Albany First Nation 
Fort Severn First Nation
Kasabonika Lake First Nation
Longlac
Marten Falls First Nation
Mattagami First Nation
Moose Cree First Nation
Muskrat Dam First Nation
Nakina

Neskantaga First Nation
Onigaming First Nation
Peawanuck First Nation
Sachigo Lake First Nation
Sandy Lake First Nation
Slate Falls First Nation
Wabaseemoong
Independent Nations
Webequie First Nation
Whitesand First Nation



Our camp turns learning into an adventure! Camp activities cultivate the curiosity we
find in each of our campers. By the end of the summer, they are lifelong explorers of
knowledge, ready to take on the world with the skills they gained and the fun memories
they’ve made. Everything campers learn is culturally grounded and extends campers’
sense of community.  

In Ontario, campers:  
Welcomed 14 visitors who came to participate in or host a scheduled camp activity.  
Learned from 40 guest presenters who taught campers more about their field of
expertise.  
Hosted 276 parents to show them—in real-time—what Summer Literacy Camps are
all about!  
Facilitated daily individual and group reading; literacy games; science, technology,
math, and engineering (STEM) activities and experiments; field trips to local points
of interest; arts and crafts; and more!  
Introduced 63 Let’s Talk Science activities to campers as part of 10,798  minutes
spent on STEM learning 
Spent 16,630 minutes on reading and 19,336 minutes on physical and outdoor
activities 

 
Some of our community-based activities included: 

Activity Spotlight 

Campers loved camp’s space-themed activities. After the
Let’s Talk Science activity that taught campers to make
“space landers,” campers continued to be creative and
chose space-related books in the library. Campers even
made planet postcards and wrote home from the planet of
their choice, which incorporated writing skills into their arts
and crafts. 

Space Days

Campers crafting
“space landers”

Cultural Learning
Camp counsellors work closely with community members
to organize cultural learning opportunities for learners. In
this picture, campers joined in on a water walk from Crow
Lake to Lake of The Woods, hearing stories about local
lakes. 
 

Campers enjoying the
water walk
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Impact Story
In addition to running Summer Literacy Camps for children during the day, camp
counsellors and United for Literacy staff offered extra evening support to campers’
families and other community members, ensuring that camp benefits
communities holistically. For example, in Sandy Lake First Nation, counsellors and  
staff set up a Family Financial Literacy Workshop to help campers’ caregivers learn
more about the financial resources available to them.  

As part of this workshop, United for Literacy staff travelled to Sandy Lake First Nation.
Along with camp counsellors, they delivered hands-on, high-impact financial
literacy programming. The shared resources were previously developed by United
for Literacy to meet the needs of individual learners because we know that there is
no "one size fits all" when it comes to learning. For example, the “Parent
Engagement Guide” translated into Oji-Cree was included in a resource package
shared with community leadership for ongoing use. We know that financial literacy is
an educational priority in Ontario, and we hope that by supporting this programming
for families, our work helps set up children, youth, and adults for long-term success.

Beyond the financial literacy component, this program also gave participants a
chance to connect with one another and with United for Literacy staff and
counsellors. After the workshop, staff, counsellors, and parents all worked together
to prepare and enjoy a pizza supper!

Prepping pizza for community
workshop participants
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Collecting feedback from campers, parents, and their communities is an essential part
of our program design and delivery—which contributes to program improvements each
year! To understand the successes and opportunities of our programming in 2024,
United for Literacy surveyed camp program participants and stakeholders including
parents. 

This year, in Ontario: 

Reflections From Campers 
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90% of campers said they considered themselves
to be a “good reader” or “sometimes a good
reader” after camp

 
80% said reading is important, and 87% said that
they liked reading after attending camp 

97% said they liked or sometimes liked science
after attending camp  

When asked what they liked best about camp,
43% said "reading," the most popular choice by far

I'm excited to read and be with my friends. I'm proud when I
get to put a sticker on the rainbow when I finish a book. 

- Camper, Nakina

92% of parents surveyed said that their child is
reading more since attending camp

98% of parents said that camp helped prepare
their child to return to school

99% of parents said that camp was valuable
for their community

Campers reading
together We are grateful that camp is back after not having

camp since 2019.
 - Parent, Peawanuck First Nation

 

Camp nature walk



 
We hope that many of the counsellors who participate in our Summer Literacy Camps
today will become the leaders of tomorrow! Here is what camp staff in Ontario said
about their camp experience:  

96% said that camp provided them with a positive work experience 
98% said that camp helped campers strengthen their confidence and self-esteem 
98% said that camp provided an enriching learning experience for campers 

Youth Mobilization and Capacity Building 
Summer Literacy Camps contribute to the local economy through wages for local staff,
honoraria to community members, and the purchase of materials, food, and services in
communities. Each summer we offer employment opportunities for youth where the
camps operate. United for Literacy prioritizes offering these opportunities to local youth
from the community.

Working as a camp counsellor and leading the
day-to-day operations of running a busy
camp develops a range of skills and
experiences, from communication to time
management. The training offered by United
for Literacy further strengthens these skills. 

The commitment and dedication that
counsellors show is nothing short of inspiring.
One of our counsellors in Onigaming First
Nation has been working with Summer Literacy
Camps for 10 consecutive years!  This summer
in Ontario, United for Literacy recruited and
trained 27 local camp counsellors and 13
visiting counsellors.  

“Kids told us they love the baking we do at camp.” 
- Counsellors, Nakina

“I liked how everyone was happy and listened to each other. It is very
nice that I was with everyone! I liked reading books!! And I want to say a
big thank you to [counsellors] Cassie and Lou Emmy for working so hard

to make this camp a memory. I also liked how everyone helps their
friends. This camp is super fun.” 

- Camper, Nakina

Camp staff setting up camp
registration booth
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Sandy Lake First Nation 

Letters of Support
Each year, select communities partners share letters of support to reflect on the
successes and impact of our camp season. We are pleased to share with you a few
partner reflections from the 2024 Summer Literacy Camps. 
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Eagle Lake First Nation
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Letters of Support (cont’d)



Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug 
(Big Trout Lake First Nation) 
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Letters of Support (cont’d)



Marten Falls First Nation
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Letters of Support (cont’d)



See you next year!

Thank you for being our literacy partners! 
See you next summer!
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As much as we love the summer holidays, without intervention prolonged school
closures leave many students vulnerable to Summer Learning Loss. Research shows
that a lot of the education gaps among students occur over the summer. As some
students gain knowledge or maintain what they learned in the previous school year,
others may fall behind. In fact, the average student loses up to 3 months of what they
learned in the previous year. We can confidently say that through the Summer Literacy
Camps, 500 children gained skills and became more engaged in learning. Together, we
are securing a more equitable future in more ways than one! 

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1350843

